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I attended the Sankofa African American Exhibit. Our freshman school of Social Work 

class went together on Thursday, April 19, 2012. This event was held at the Exhibition Hall of 

the Thomas W. Cole Jr. Research Center for Science and Technology. There was no speaker at 

this exhibit, and we did get to tour the works by ourselves, at our own leisure. 

 I had heard about this event earlier in the semester, although if our instructor had not 

asked us to take a trip over during her class period then I would have missed out on this 

experience all together. The artworks, models, books, poems, etc. that were put out for this 

exhibit were all expressive of the African American life from the beginning, in Africa around the 

1860s, to the present day’s activities. The theme Sankofa, our professor, Dr. Count-Spriggs, 

expressed to us earlier in the year means, “Using wisdom from the past to build the future.” 

The most interesting pieces I saw set up in the exhibit were those set up during times of 

segregation. There was one picture taken of a young black man who had gotten hung by the 

Klan. It was extremely graphic, he was hanging from the rope, covered almost completely in  his 

own blood and his eyes were rolled to the back of his head. It made me sick to my stomach, but I 

remembered that this is where I come from, and if the people of that time did not go through 

horrific acts such as that, I possibly would not be able to live the life I am now. There were also 

slave shackles, there were whips that were used on the slaves, as well as hanging rope that we 

were allowed to see with our own eyes and I thought that was very interesting. The thing I did 

not like about this exhibit was that there was only one person who was there supervising so she 

was not readily available to us for answers to our questions about pieces o the progression of 

African American lives. 

 I would definitely say this was a good learning experience for me, as I’ve never seen 

most of the artifacts and things I was able to see in the Sankofa exhibit. I definitely appreciate 



that I was shown many knew things but it was great to be reminded about many things, such as 

Harriet Tubman and her mission to help the slaves of her time as well as how there are many 

African American inventors who go unnoticed and unappreciated daily. 

 I would recommend this lyceum event to other students, faculty, people of the 

community, as well as African Americans in general. The Sankofa exhibit is a great reminder of 

where our people have come from. Many of us forget what the people before our generations had 

to go through for us to be granted the things we are as of today. I believe students should go and 

visit this exhibit so that they can get the real reason why HBCU’s are still important and 

necessary. We are the seeds of the people who were raped, traded, sold, whipped and killed and I 

believe everyone should be fired up to go to an event like this just to be reminded in a great way 

of what and where we come from 


