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American Civil Rights Movement vs. Ending Apartheid in South Africa 

 The Civil Rights Movement refers to the struggle of African Americans to gain full 

citizenship and racial equality in the United States of America. Although African Americans 

began to fight for equal rights as early as during the days of slavery, the quest for equality 

continues today. Prior to 1955, African-Americas in the south as well as the north had been 

denied the rights that white Americans had. These rights were granted under the 13th, 14th and 

15th Amendments by U.S. Constitution. African-Americans began to challenge their stance in 

America; they were determined that they would no longer be viewed as second-rate people. They 

fought for voting rights, the rights to drink from the same water fountain, the right to attend the 

same schools, and basically the right to be considered a human being. 

The Apartheid Movement held in Africa was similar to the Civil Rights Movement in the U.S. 

Apartheid meaning apartness or separateness was made evident in the 1930s and used as the 

political slogan for the Afrikaner National Party in the early 1940s. Apartheid is viewed as a 

system of legal segregation. Race laws touched every aspect of social life, including the law 

against marriage between Africans and whites. The purpose of apartheid was to separate all races 

from each other. Africans not only suffered through struggles in America, they also faced the 

same issues in their native country, South Africa. Basically a struggle for freedom in a white 

man’s world 

Both major events happened around the same time. The Apartheid started in the 1940s and the 

Civil Rights Movement in the 1950s. Even though they virtually started around the same time, 

they ended at very different time points. The Civil Rights Movement ended in 1968, although 

African Americans began to fight for equal rights as early as during the days of slavery, the quest 

for equality is still a work in progress. Apartheid on the other hand did not end until 1994. 

The differences between the two were that The Civil Rights Movement encountered people who 

were fighting for a better life, fighting for rights, and fighting for equality. African Americans 

were being heard even if whites did not want to listen. On the other hand, in South Africa they 

had no one fighting for them, they had no one to voice their opinions. The Apartheid had so 

many rules going on that Blacks could not get ahead no matter what it was they tried to do to 

change this. They were not even considered citizens. So essentially they really didn’t have any 

form of say so in what was going on. They were at the bottom of society indefinitely. 

 


